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INTERSTATE COMPACT DEFINING THE BOUNDARY
BETWEEN THE STATES OF ARIZONA AND CALIFORNIA

Article I. Furpose.

The boundary berween the States of Arizona and California on
the Colorado River has become imdefinite and uncertain because of
meanderings in the main channel of the Colorado River with the
result that a state of confusion exists as to the true and correct
location of the boundary, and the enforcement and administration of
the laws oi the two states and of the United States have been
rendered diificult.

The purpose of this compact is to fix by reference to stations
of longiwude and laritnde the location of the boundary line berween
Arizona and California on the Colorado river from the southern
boundary of the state 0f Nevada to the point on' the international
boundary which is common to the boundaries of Arizona and Cali-
fornia and the United Mexican States.

Article 11, Description,

The boundary between the states of Arizona and California on the
Colorado river from the point where the obligue boundary between
California and Nevada intersects the thirty-fifth degree of north
latitude, said point being common to the boundaries oif the states of
Arizona, California and Nevada, to the point on the international
boundary which is common to the boundaries of Arizona, Califormia
and the United Mexican States. shall be in accordance with the fol-
lowing description in general terms of 34 points on the boundary:

General Description o1 Boundary
Between Arizona and California.

Point No. I. The intersection of the boundary line common
to Califormia and Nevada and the centerline of the channel of
the Colorado River as constructed by the U. S, Bureau of Rec-
lamation. said point being common to the boundaries of Arizona,
California. and Nevada. where the 35th degree of north latitude
intersects the centerline of said chamnel; thence downstream
along and with the centerline of said channel to the southerly end of
said constrction to

Point Ne. 2, which is located in the center of the channel of
the Colorado River approximately one-half mile northerly from
the A T.&5.F. Railway Bridge at Tapock, thence downsiream on
a straight line to

Point No. 3, which lies in the Colorado River vertically below
the centerfine of the A T.&S.F. Railway tracks at a point mid-
way face-to-face of abutments of the A T.&5F. Railway Bridge
at Topock. Arizona: thence on a straight line downstream 1o

Foint No. 4., which lies in the Colorado River vertically below
the centerline of U. 5. Highway 066 at a point where saiud
centerline intersects the center of the center pier ol the highway
bridge; thence on a straight line to
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Point No. 5, which lies in the Colorado River vertically below
the center of the span of the gas line bridge owned by the El
Paso Natural Gas Co. and the Pacific Gas and Electric Co.,
crossing the Colorado River at Topock, Arizona; thence down-
stream in a southerly direction through Havasu Lake along a
line midway between the right and left shore lines of said lake
as they exist at mean opeérating level (elevation #48.00 above
Mean Sea Level), as controlled at Parker Dam to

Pout Np, 6, which is the center of the overilow section of
Parker Dam across the Colorado River; thence downstreani mid-
way between the shore lines on the right and left banks of the
Colorado River to

Point No. 7, which lies in the center of the Colorado River
approximately 2,030 feet upsiream from the earth 7ill of Head-
gate Rock Dam; thence on a straight line to

Point No. 8 which is the center of the earth fill of Headgate
Rock Dam: thence on a straight line to

Point No. 9, which lies on the centerline of the river ap-
proximately 3,623 feet westerly from Point No. 8; thence on a
straight line to

Point No. 10, which lies in the center of the Colorado River at
a point where the parallel of 34° 10' north laritude intersects
said centerline; thence on a straight line to

Point No. 11. which lies in the Colorado River vertically below
the centerline of Arizona Highway No, 72 midway between the
abutments of the highway bridge; then down the Colorado River
midway between the right and left shore lines across islands which
may exist between those water lines to

Point No. 12, which is at the center of the earth Tfill section
of the Palo Verde Diversion Dani: thence down the Colorado
River midway between the shore lines on the right and left banks to

Porit No. 13, which is vertically below the center of the cen-
ter spanof the highway bridge across the Colorado River at Ehren-
berg, Arizona (U. S. Highway 60-70): thence down the Colo-
rado River midway between the shore lines on the right and left
banks to

Poing N, 14, which is the center of the Cibola Bridge midway
between abutments: thence down the Colorado River miidway be-
tween the shore lines on the right and left banks, ignoring future
channelization by the U, 5, Bureau of Reclamation to

Pomt No. 15, which lies on the centerline of the Colorado
River approximately 8400 feet northward of the center of the
overflow section of Imperial Dam; thence ona straight line to

Ponrt No, 16, which is the center ot the overflow section i
Imperial Dam: thence on a straight line normal to the longi-
tudinal axis of Imperial Dam to
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Point No. 17, which lies at the intersection of the last de-
scribed line with a line extending northeasterly from the center
of the pverflow section of Laguna Dam and normal to the long:-
tudinal axis of the said Laguna Dam; thence southeasterlv on a
straight line to

Point No. 18, which is at the center of the overflow section
oi Laguna Dam; thence on a straight line to

Pouit No. 19 which lies on the centerline of the Colorado
River approximately 5800 feet southwesterly of Point 18: thence
down the Colorade River midway between the shore lines on the
right and left banks, around a curve to the eastward to

Paini No. 20, which lies on the centerline of the Coloradoe
River where said centerline intersects the section line between
Sections 4 and 9. Township 8 South, Range 22 West, Gila and
Salt River Meridian: thence departing from the river on a west-
erly course along the extension of the above-mentioned section
line about 0.65 mile to

Point No. 21, which will be the northwest cormer of the
northeast quarter of Section &, Township 8 South. Range 22 West,
Gila and Salt River Meridian. which shail be resurveyed in es-
tablishing this boundary; thence southerly along the centerline of
said Section & about one-half mile to

Point No, 22, which 1= the northeast corner of the southwest
quarter of Section 8. Township & South, Range 22 West, Gila
and Salt River Meridian: thence westerly about one and one-half
miles to

Poini No. 23, which is the west guarter corner of Section 7,
Township & South, Range 22 West, Gila and Salt River Me-
ridian; thence southerly about one-hali miie to

Paiyt No. 24, which 1s the southwest cormer of Section 7,
Township 8 South. Range 22 West, Gila and Salt River Me-
ridian; thence westerly about one mile to

Poiut No. 25, which is the southwest corner of Section 12,
Township 8 South, Range 23 West, Gila and Salt River Me-
ridian, thence southerly about one-half mile to

Pomt No. 26, which is the west quarter corner of Section 13,
Township & South, Range 23 West, Gila and Salt River Me-
ridian: thence westerly about 1.93 miles to

Point No. 27, which lies on the east shoulder of the north-
south road through the Indian School approximately 370 feet
due east of the northwest corner of the southwest guarter oi the
southwest quarter of Section 25, Township 16 South. Range 22
East. Szn Bernardino Meridian: thence southerly along and with
the easterly shoulder line of the said north-south road approxi-
mately 700 feet to

Point No. 28, which lies on the easterly shoulder line of said
north-couth road due east of the northeast corner of the stone
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retaining wall around the Indian School Hospital; thence due
west to

Point No. 29, which is the base of the northeast corner of
said retaining wall; thence southerly along and with the westerly
shoulder of said north-south road to

Point No. 30, which lies on the westerly shoulder line of said
north-south Toad 330 feet south of and approximately 110 feet
east of the northeast corner of Section 35, Township 16 South,
Range 22 East, San Bernardino Meridian; thence due west ap-
proximarely 110 feet to

Pomrt No. 31, which lies on the east line of Section 35. Town-
ship 16 South, Range 22 East, San Bernmardino Meridian, ex-
actly 330 feet south of the northeast corner of said Section 33:
thence southerly along the east line of said Section 35 to

Point No. 32, which lies at the center of the Colorado River.
i.e., midway between the north and south shore lines just down-
stream from the centerline of the old U. 5. Highway 80 Bridge
across the Colorado River; thence down the center line of the
Colorado River midway between the shore lines on the right and
left banks to

Point No. 33, which is 2 point in the Colorado River vertically
below the center of the new U. S. Highway B0 Bridge; thence
down the centerline of the Colorado River midway between the
shore lines on the right and left banks to -

Point No. 34, which is the intersection of the centerline of
the Colorado River and the International Boundary Line between
California and the United Mexican States. which point is common
to the boundaries of Arizona. the United Mexican Stares. and
California.

These points will be marked on existing bridges and dams and
where appropriate will be monumented. Between each of these points
will be & number of subpoints not monumented. The total number of
points and subpoints will approximate 234. The United States Coast
and Geodetic Survey will Jocate the above mentioned 34 points on
the boundary by precise geodetic surveys. The Coast and Geo-
detic Survey will locate the remaining approximately 200 nnmon-
umented subpoints by precise photogrammetric methods and will
provide a list of the geographic positions and state coardinate positions
(transverse Mercator system for Arijzona and Lambert system
for California) of each of the 234 points on the boundary. The
approximately 200 unmonumented subpoints will be identified on copies
of the aerial photographs by the State of Arizona and Cahlifornia to
define the boundary: the Coast and Geodetic Survey will then locate
the points so identified by analytic aerotriangulanon { photogrammerric
methods ).

When the survey and boundary description has been completed
by the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey and the Boundary
“Commissions of Arizona and California have each. certified that 1t
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is in conformity with the General Description of Boundary be-
tween Arizonz and California set forth herein, it shall be attached
hereto and marked Exhibit “A" and made a part hereof as though
iully incorporated herein as the permanent description of the
boundary between the states of Arizona and California.

Article TT1. Ratification and Effective Date,

This compact shall become operative when it has been ratified
and approved by the legislatures of the states of Arizona and
California, and approved by the Congress of the United States.

Executed in duplicate this 12th day of March, A.D., One Thousand

Nine Hundred and Sixty-three, at Sacramento, California.

FOR THE STATE OF
ARIZONA

/s/ WAYNE M. AKIN

FOR THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA

/s F. ). HORTIG

Warse M. Axis
Chairman of the Arlzoma

Intersiare Stream Commission,

Chatrman
/s/ ROBERT W. PICKRELL

F. 1. Hosmc
Executive Officer.
State Lands Commitssion,
Chairman

/s/ STANLEY MOSK

Ropent W. Piownerr
Attorpey General,
Member

/s/ OBED M. LASSEN

Straxiey Mosx
Attorney General,
Memther

/s/ WILLIAM E WARNE

(Oepen M. Lassex
State Land Commissioner,
Member

ATTESTED:

/5/ HOWARD F. THOMPSON

Witttay E. Warne
Director,
Diepartment of Water Resources.
Member

ATTESTED:

/s/ BERRIEN E MOORE

Hm F. %‘Emurs_.un

tive Secretary
Colorado River Boundary
Commission of Arizons

Bersies £ Moore:
Executive Secretary
Colorada River Boundary
Commssion: of Califormz



EXHIBIT “A"

Description of 249 Points on Boundary between Arizona and Californio,
prepared for Boundary Commissions of Arizona and Californio by the
United States Coast and Geodetic Survey.

TABLE OF CONTENTS
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7. Cerfification by Arizona Boundary Commission of Cemfnrmrtr of Survey
ond Boyndory Description .. A— . 195
B. Certification by California Boundery Commission of Conformity: of Survey
ond Boundory Description = = — 194



ARIZONA-CALIFORNIA BOUNDARY COMMISSIONS

BOUNDARY MAPS

A series of 25 Planimetric Mops delineating the Arizono-Califernio Bound-
ary and showing the 34 Boundary Peinte and 215 Boundary Subpoints.
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ARIZONA-CALIFORNIA BOUNDARY COMMISSIONS

AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS

A series of 46 Aeriol Photographs of the Colorado River showing the 34
Boundary Points and 215 Boundary Subpoints on the Arizono-California
Boundary.
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